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MEETING WITH ATTORNEY GENERAL, 7/2/76 
PURPOSE: 







SYNOPSIS: 



n 



, , .. ° n 7 2 / 76 > meeting held in Department with Attorney General' — 

and others regarding access to file material maintained by FBI on the pit of 
King's attorneys. Attorney General expressed strong desire that as JZ 
ocuments as possible should be made available in the King case and on an 

o? P in H- baS1S -/ ? ireaU ' S Ob ^ ections to this position seTforth In view 
Of two pending suits by representatives of the Southern Christian L-ade-shin 

S 1 *” Tt/ meeting terminateiwithout any final decision as to 
releasability of documents. 

W'’ C:/:0 
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Memorandum to Mr. Adams 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

ETAILS: 




to Michael v “ emora T ndu “ dat ^ June 9, 1976, from Legal Counsel 

1116 Bureau furmshed its vi ews in response to three requests made 
by attorneys repressing both Mrs. Coretta King and the estate StteUto 
g. Their request asked the Department to permit them: 

r- •*. ^ access to all materials provided to the Senate Select 

Committee on Intelligence relating to Dr. King, and/or 2) access to all 
Department and FBI files relating to Dr. Kin- Ld 3> the lilZ £ 
in the full Department and Bureau review of Dr. King's assassinatton^th 3 6 
Bureau s investigation of that assassination, and ^Bureau's program^! 

^ " ndertaken b * this * the 

tn es e ^r equ ests . This meeting was attended by the Attorney Genera? 

/c. Duller, Special Assistant to the Attorney General* r>eter Taft 
Assistant Attorney General, Land and Natnra! Hesources Divis^-’ 
p 1C asi B- Shaheen, Jr. and Steven Blackhurst of the Office of Professional 
t lblllt -?’ M !f y Lawton > De Puty Assistant Attorney General Office of 

Legal cZsJdMsS 63 C - ^puty Assistant Director, 

, The meeting opened with an observation by the Attorney General 

U ’ OUS ° f making aS much materia l available to the 
mg family attorneys as was possible and on an expeditious basis It was 

T r „ “ ** was a matier 0f Zpe » which the FBI 

ahd he ^ pax f me , S been criticized in the P^t for not releasing documents 
Innt^hi K extremel y concerned over the Department's present poiture of 

H . y interpreted as a cover-up of the findings resulting from the current 

inquiry being conducted by the Civil Rights Division. the current^ 
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Memorandum to Mr. Adams 
He: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 



|*e se . 

(power as distinguished from relpa*^ k 7 General s discretioikry 

, w ma tio„ Ac tW, STJSTJJ »%7 a 7%T: t rYeedom - 

way we would eliminate the ooteniial for Livers , entl0n 13 aat in ^is 
standing requesters for King material under ''the FOLA^F °“ l - 

Mr. .Farrington and asked if he agreed. * ~ '" A ‘ He fchen turned t °. 

position and pofnUdSt'^'hta'uiS 1 ^1“ ? e f l , tfUl1 ? d:sa s re od with this 
between a discretionary release bv the M? “ cety ° f 0,13 “idtinction 
from a release under the FOIA would be readHv *?. eneral as d istinguished 
present, it would not be to the general rmhr iy d ^ sc< ; rnible fc o those of us 
himself and the Department to fdverse criticism T be objecting 

out to him that this would merely create a l* addltlon ’ was pointed 

condition on our FOIA employees who were m ^ ® xtremel y burdensome 
result of a tremendous influx of remote f lr ® ady overl y burdened as a . 
standing court orders ** ^ " S ° Ut " 

manner . ases to produce records in an expeditious 

adverse critiSrta^l,^^^ “t® 6 ” a P°tontial <°r 
type of criticism which would S directed C ° mpared to 

possible "cover-up. " He also stated l he Z ^ Depart ment concerning a 

current FOIA workload being handled bv theT ^ Sympathized with Hie 
Congress has not allocated hinds fnr JZ r p ^ tic ^ly since 

that there would be minima/ processi^olTo H ° Wever - he ** 

available to the Senate Select Committee (ssch ° Uments alread y “ade 

same people whV^crudS^ the Possibility that the 

ssc and who made pertinent del ettens ™ h CCt made avaUaWe to the 1 

Project. It was explained to them that a CTeat de“al of tt “ “T pa f ticular 
made available to the SSC would nnf- ai of the ma terial that was 

requesters because that mlterfal “ y b ? Tf 5 aVailable *° ^ese 
I not necessarily be releasable and oi * ed c : iassified documents which would 

Which would necess^ta^the^protection ^ - F 

1 Privacy Act. He was also advised that thffame provisions of the 

SSC documents are not assigned to !! Sf T f * 116 peopie who processed the 
processing of this material. 3 1 ' rOIA Sectl0n and would not harjdle the 

k 
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Memorandum to Mr. Adams 
Re: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

f eing afforded^e^^^tt^eys^u bfmtei preferential ^eat nent 
public, cut by the courts and could possibly n0t 0nly ^ 016 £ ener al 

KTs ^ e -^ BC t iS ™ Teceatly h “ded -town S e£feC ‘ ° f water-irrg 

all FOIA - Privacy Act'requests ' ted * e FBI Practice of serving 

.order. Mr. Levi then went back res Pondmg in chronological 

a discretionary release and would involve lScS U !? en %5 ha ' ^ Would be 
felt it would not effect the court's decision in the b “ t 

coining to thist to 

suits just initiated by representative nr H c d that there are two 
Conference (SCLC) agm Lt Mr Kellev ®° uthern Chr istian Leadership 
h was the Bureau’s Mntenti^Ao decisis rel/V^^ 13 and the FBI. 

Fin the King case should be made prior to thJ Den^t^f 36 ° f ^ document s 
summons and complaints in these two suits Th P Vt f ^viewing the 
I agreed and advised that this nut annf-w 1 ' Attorne y General readily 
I they had not contemplated sin^e e^v "id raT* ° ? elr decisi °" "*** 7 
with Dr. King’s attorneys was that fZ V ?" ^ had in their meetings 
to the completion of S ^rrenf^ 1 ^ n °‘ falend td “‘iate suit prior 
to the King records. ne S°t«tions with the Department for access 

s copy of the X?atat?in eS ti e e d ‘t* Mr ’ F °“ai„ 

as expeditiously as possible to Mr If 0 ll ltS and focaish them 

make them available to the Civil Pivht- n der lhal he “ tar ” could , 

if any, these suits wUl have onlhtif ° deta ™tae what effect, 

access to our files. (This has already been hooted °) K “ 8 ' S attorne y s 

regarding the^rMtssto^p^ced^res* M°r ' rf® Sa ™° underst anding ! 

the Attorney General Se a Ts' “L Farrm f™ Mealed that although 

they actually would be proc“Sed under the ” ° f tteSe d °“”«'*>. 

Act. The Attorney GeneraTfadteatedTh^ k P ” S !T ° f the TOIA and ^iAcy ■ 

people’s privacy and he, of course did nrt i B f ted m res P ectin S other , 

access to documents property classified „ ?l 6nd that Uley 6hould have -I 

U properly classified, but he was most interested in having f 
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‘ hat ttey 4uiy 

when wlwllr"' eSti “ at8 ^ ^rSontTr’ " “ ^ 

material. The Attorn- ess < r urre nt oustandi^ FOTA^ 61Ved as to 
feel this would be suffix f eral res ponded by indicating for Kin g’ 

any delay thev m^nf ‘'*°* 9nti y expeditious since Kino-' ^ Lhafc he did not 

would prompt them ^mitia’f f ’'° m 016 D epartment n,ir l ?” leys tadicated ‘hat 
Str °^ “esh-es to avo“ " “ ““ » Wch “« Attorney 
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